ku stomtima?

OUR CHILDREN, OUR RESPONSIBILITY

Captik"t CULTURAL PLAN

k“u stemtima?

UPPER NICOLA BAND

This Plan made as of the 7™ day of June 2021.
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PREAMBLE:

Captik*¥ (Oral Stories) is our governance instructions that are mandated by our Acmiscut Chiefs (known as

the Knowledge Keepers) to ensure that the right actions are required as a responsibility to our worldview of

our “Inherent Rights”. These instructions, characteristics, and ethos are shown in our captik" ceremonial

display, in public rituals, in Nsyilxcen (our language) interpretive process, and in the direct exercises of

practice and interests (occupation and use) that connect us to the whole of the tmx*ulax™ (also known as
the environment or land). The captik"? ethics are the cornerstone for achieving equity maxims on

government-to-government relationships.

INTRODUCTION OF k*u stemtima?

The Syilx people are a matriarchal society which means the people were governed by women; it was the
women, mainly the stomtima? (grandmothers) who gave direction and support to the

leadership/community.

In 2016, an enowkinwix“was held to address the concern about the number of children under the care of
the Ministry of Child and Family Services. At the meeting, the women and grandmothers stated, “the
children were the responsibility of the grandmothers”. In 2017, the k"u stemtima? held their first
meeting with five stemtima?. Currently, there are over twenty stomtima? who volunteer their time; the
only requirement to participate is an interest. As the stamtima?, they represent all facets of women.

The stomtima? have a vested interest in the wellness of Upper Nicola relations and community. They
participate in decisions regarding children and youth in care and they organize events/activities with a
focus on family wellness, including cultural knowledge, child growth and development, and personal
growth.
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The k%u stemtima? Declaration provides a clear glimpse of their commitments.

k"u stoamtima? Declaration

Dcccmbcr 15,2020

k¥u stoamtima? tl UPPcr Nicola, declare that the safctg, well-being, and identity of

Relations is a Prioritg.

yaSyTati? stemtima? tl UPPcr Nicola will rcsPcctfu“y:

o Stand up and take res?onsibi!itg for our Relations

. A\vaiceﬂ and up‘no{d the teachin‘gs of our ancestors

. Connect with the Re]ationsi teach respect, sel,ﬁ-control, and self d§sc§§a!ine
o Raise our children to be leaders and to be ,A%LE

U] E_ncourage Regations to reclaim their %cfentitg

L4 Demonstrate a strong and health communitg

k¥u stemtima? tl UPPcr Nicola put forth this declaration for the past, present and
future Relations of the UPPcr Nicola

Relations - a ‘traditional’ term to inciude children and families and to not separate the two. Relations is used in the captik™ Ethic Agreement
petwieen UNB and SCFSS.
yaSySatistemima i? § means “All Our Grandmothers from”
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BACKGROUND OF Captik"t CULTURAL PLAN

The k"u stemtima?, along with the Upper Nicola Band, is exercising their jurisdiction to the Relations
(children and families). The Captik® CULTURAL PLAN is written to include Nsyilxcen and to include
traditional Syilx ways and teachings. The collaboration and commitment to ensure Syilx children know
their “ways of knowing” is represented in the Four Food Chiefs Cultural Learning and Planning for
Relations, which includes life experiences from the stemtima?.

INTENT OF THE Captik"t CULTURAL PLAN

Our ancestors, our Knowledge Keepers, and our Elders have emphasized the importance of knowing who
we are and where we come from. In Nsyilxcen, swit a? sq"ist translates to Who are you? Where do you

come from?

The Captik® CULTURAL PLAN is a resource to support the Captik*t Ethic Agreement and written
with the intent of the Upper Nicola Band children in care, in process of adoption, or adopted to have
access to and to receive teaching which are culturally appropriate, in the best interests of the child,
including Relations, to maintain and/or continue to build on a positive cultural identity. The Captik"}
Cultural Plan is vital.

On January 28, 2021, the Upper Nicola Band, k"u stemtima?, and Scw’exmx Child and Family Services
Society signed the Captik"t Ethic Agreement to “deliver Services to UNB Relations™ and “upheld by
(SCFSS) employees”. The term “Relations” means the UNB children, families, and community. Our
family relationships are inclusive of all individuals connected to our families both biological and non-
biological.

The Captik"t CULTURAL PLAN is a joint responsibility shared by the k"u stemtima?, the Upper
Nicola Band, Scw’exmx Child and Family Services Society, and the parents/family members (biological
and foster). For the Cultural Plan to be successful, the team must work together in a collaborative and
respectful way. Direct contact with the UNB community and services is essential. The Cultural Plan
includes, but is not limited to:

e Family history

e Syilx Family/Relationships

e Cultural Identity

e Syilx Cultural Values, Beliefs, and Practices

The Cultural Plan is not all inclusive; it is designed to provide general information and opportunities for
learning Syilx history, language, culture, and traditions. To maintain Syilx cultural integrity, sensitivity,
and safety, there are teachings not included. There may be opportunities to learn with a Syilx Elder or
fluent speaker. The Cultural Plan must be modified to meet specific learning goals specific activities,
appropriate for the child developmental level, and learning goals for the Relations.
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Website

Comments

Okanagan Nation Alliance

ONA

Culture kits: Making a Ribbon Skirt

| Truth and Reconciliation

Kou-Skelowh k"u sqilx": We Are
the People: A Trilogy of the
Okanagan Legends

Theytus Books Ltd., En’owkin
Centre

We Get Our Living Like Milk From
the Land

Armstrong, Derickson, Maracle &
Young-Ing

Theytus Books Ltd., En’owkin
Centre

Go Back to the Root, A Learning
Resource on Syilx Families

Okanagan Nation Alliance

Okanagan Nation Alliance

Q’sapi. A History of Okanagan
People as Told by Okanagan
Families

Shirley Louis

Theytus Books Ltd., En’owkin
Centre

Check Theytus Books for full list of
resources

https://www.theytus.com/

Theytus Books Ltd., En’owkin
Centre

Okanagan Grouse Woman

John Lyon. Lottie Lindley

University of Nebraska

Nature Power

Wendy Wickwire. Harry Robinson

Talonbooks

Taking the Indian out of the Child.
The Syilx Indian Residential School
Experience

Okanagan Nation Alliance

Jordan’s Principle
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ASSESSMENT OF THE Captik® CULTURAL PLAN — Children in Care

1. Bi-annual (every six months) review at the Review Files
2. Adequate support
3. Self Identity: Knowledge of the Syilx

Ensure we have capacity to implement , what would it look like, what are the resources required

ASSESSMENT OF THE Captik"t CULTURAL PLAN — Adoption and Permanent Care

1. Cultural Identity
2. Self Identity: Knowledge of the Syilx
3.

Forms/Assessment process — requires information — Carol S to assist
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